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The present cantata is taken from the Grosmann collection in the State Library in Aarhus, Denmark.
Heinrich Ernst Grosmann (1732-1811) was cantor in Aarhus and the collection contains - amongst other
works - the 19 cantatas by Telemann that he performed from 1760 and onwards.

O! hører, I ører i folk som langt borte (RISM DKAs R97) was performed on Nativity of Saint John the
Baptist (June 24th) in 1760. The days readings were Isaiah 49, 1-6 and Luke 1, 57-79. The cantata  is not
included in Werner Menkes thematic Telemann register and this copy is the only known source to the
cantata.
The titlepage reads: Discant Cantata / Paa St. Hanses den Døbers Dag . / O! hører i Ører i folk som langt
borte. / 2 Violiner / 1 Sjungestemme / og / Orgeverk / af / Telemann / Opført i Aarhuus Kirker / 1760. /
H. E. Grossmann.
The copy contains: a complete score (8 pages)

2 violin parts (2x1 page with music on both sides)
1 part for the singer (last movement only) (1 page)
1 figured bass part (2 pages)

The bass part mentions that the organ should transpose to g#
Both violin parts include the melody line for the coral Nu velan vær frisk til mode (Werde munter, mein
Gemüte Johann Schop 1642), probably intended for the hymn Hører, verdens øer! hører in Kingos Salmebog
(1699).

The text is in Danish without the original German text. The Danish translation is assumed to be by
Grosmann.

Critical notes:

Modern spelling of the text has been used.
The figured bass is printed below the staff and not above as in the original.
Soprano original notated in soprano clef.
Figures and accidents in braces are editorial.
Text in italics are editorial.

1st movement: Vivace
Bar 10 beat 4 and 5: figures as in bass part. Score has all figures on beat 4.
Bar 49 beat 5 and 6: score has g - f while bass part has f - eb
Bar 53 beat 4 violin: accent in part only

2nd movement: Recitativo:
Bar 7 to 10: text has been striked out and rewritten. Bar 9 beat 4 and bar 10 beat 1 is unreadable
Bar 9 beat 4: soprano has f - eb in score while eb - d in bass part on the two last quavers (eigth notes)
Bar 10 beat 1: both score and basso has c in soprano.

3rd movement: Andante:
Bar 20 beat 3 soprano: score has dotted rythm while part has two quavers (eigth notes)
Bar 33 beat 4: figured bass original with 5 on top and 6 below
Bar 36 beat 1 soprano: text as in part (score has 2nd. syllable on the dotted quaver)
Bar 36 beat 2 basso: natural added
Bar 38 beat 3 basso: natural added

A recording of the cantata is avaliable - visit http://home1.stofanet.dk/ht/cd.html for details.

Nicolai Nielsen
Autumn 2007 Horsens, Denmark

Littrature:
Greger Andersson: Magister Grosmanns musikaliesamling i Århus. Dansk årbog for musikforskning XXII 1994
Mogens Friis: Brikker til musikkens historie i Århus indtil ca. 1800. MUSA-print 2005 
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